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From the outset this Administration has been firmly committed to meeting American's drug problem .
I was convinced by the experience of my first two years in office that major organizational changes were required .In September 1971 I appointed Secretary Rogers chairman

of a new Cabinet Committee to deal with the internationa l

aspects of narcotics control.

On June 17 1971, I established the Special Action Offi

ce for Drug AbusePrevention under	 Dr . Jerome Jaffe to mobilize

the attack on the demand side of the problem. On January 28,

1972, I launched a major Federal effort a aginst pushers and

domestic traffickers under Mr. Myles Ambrose, my new Specia

l Consultantfor Narcotics Law Enforcement.

The task is to make these o

rganizational arrangements workas designed.

	 Ending drug abuse will require the cooperation of all



nations. For this reason I have made effective narcotics

control a primary foreign policy objective of the United States.

The State Department's Senior Adviser and Coordinator fo

r International Narcotics Matters, Mr. Nelso

n Gross, andother Administration officials at all levels have attempte

d to conveyto foreign governments and our overseas diplomatic 	 mis

sions the determination of the United States to take th e

necessary steps in cooperation with others to bring narcotic

s and other dangerous drugsunder control.

These efforts are beginning to bear fruit. I am part

icularly gratified by the courageous decision of the Turkis

h Government to banopium cultivation; by the results of Operation Cooperation in Mexico ; and by recent successes in narcotics enforcement in Europe, Southeast Asia, and Latin America .



Still, much remains to be done. In many nation

s narcotics lawenforcement is still in its infancy. Better

narcotics intelligence is required almost everywhere.

Narcotics Control Action Plans have now been drafted

by fifty-seven missions. The key to their successful

implementationis to convince the l eaders of producing an

d transitcountries to commit theirgovernmentsto attackin g

the narcotics problem with urgency and determination.

Your assistance will be critical to this ef fort. We

need your advice on how best to obtain the requisit

e political commitment from the Government to which you areaccredited. If you have not already given us your view s

we shall appreciate receiving them promptly.

Greater support for multilateral approaches to th

e drug problem must also be forthcoming. Increased and

continuing financial support from other governments for



	

the United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control is particularly important .

I
Strengthening the Single Convention on Narcotic Drug

s of 1961 is also a priority objective. In extensive con

sultations throughout the world, our diplomats have been

seeking to promote a consens us on proposed amendments.

Between now and the plenipotentiary conference to be held

March sixth through March twenty-fourth, I hope you will co

ntinue to stress to policy makers in foreign governments th

e vital importance of our working togetherto assure th

e success of this conference.

I have made it clear many times that the United State s

stands ready to assist where essential in the worldwid

e battleagainst narcotics. Other nations must now be induced to do their part.

I very much appreciate what each of you has done in the past .



I am confident you share my conviction that few

projects are more wort y of your personal attention in

the future than this campaign to eradicate the scourge of

drug abuse.




